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MOIR'S, NEILSON’S, BLACK MAGIC, 
FRY, CADBURY 


1.00 to 4.50 


COFFEE 
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The Value of a Gift 


1E VALUE of a gift is not in its price 
A small child picking a flowering 


tag 
weed in the garden fo 
is preparing a far 
be placed on a counter 
The child is giving of himself. So it has heen 
thfough the centur of 
an uneven world human 
subject to char That is 
those the delight of gis 4 
that is the birthright of every normal child 
A child has no knowledge of price, but his 
sense of values is very sound none the less 
It is of ourselves we must give, or we-do 
not give_at all 

The wonder is not 


his mother 


richer-gift than can ever 


and gift ipped. 


in's existence in 
fortune 


the 


ever 
answer to 


who have lost 


that Christmas has 


been commercialized, or even that in some 
instances giving has fallen into an exchange 
with all of the earmarks of barter The 
wonder is that in the true-spirit—of God's 
gift to man Christmas is a-time when the 
heart opens ,and for a little while we do not 
reckon in the fashion of the market place. 
Go out on the street in any Canadian city 
today and one will see thousands of people 
transfigured by the joy that is in their 
hearts. Apart from the cult and cant of 
Christmas, there is also its glorious reality. 
To the great_majority of all individuals that 
is an inward, enfolding and humanizing 
experience; a_ rebirth of the noblest expres- 
sion of living, in honor of the birth_of the 
Christ Chi 


Do Not Forget Them 


haw so 
of a 
Korea 


there 


BT tang delegates hum and 
that it seems nothing short 
miracle will bring cease-fire in 
before Christmas. To the men 
the stark facts of war still stare 
in the face day In the pres 
seasonal shopping and because of the 
tractions busy living nowadays we 
tend, per to forget this 
Full-scale operations of the kind far 
in Europe six years ago are not in prog: 
but the stern reality of battle conditions 
constantly pre Every day 
away on 


the dimbo-« 


out 


them full 


every 


stretchers 
into 

proces 

attrition 

The Canadian troops alone, and they are 
but a fraction of the U.N. force as a whole 
continue to suffer their shave of casualties 

More than 100 Canadian soldiers have 
been killed, and the total 


casualty roll i 


that figure. Every 24 hours adds 


to the toll 


At this 


six time 
the particularly, 
Gppermost, 
Korean campaign 
To many minds it 
but a sideshow, but what a deadly 

Probal those families tied to 
distant ttlefield by interest 
is going on, but in 

not ever be absent 


heart 


time of 
thoughts are thrust 
znific of the 
should not be rgotten 


yeal 
when 


kindly 


persona 


adian minds or 
that led {c 
an, attempt 
in same small degree the ha 
; to which troops in the field are 
exposed It has been well supported so far 
but additional support will be welcomed. 
More than the cigarettes themselves 
the spirit behind the gift is what wil! count 
most to the Canadian lads in daily peril far 


from home. 


like these 


fund 


thoughts 


t cigarette 


always 


even 


Revenue From Handouts 


BENEVOLENT provincial government 
A last week made another distribution of 
money among British Columbia municipal- 
ities to the of #4, 


payment from the current year's sales tax 
$500,000 


),000, as advance 


tune 


The total was larger by 
than the distribution a 
reflecting ising 
the 3 per cent levy on retail purchases 

‘Th announcing the allocation, Finance 
Minister Anscomb, as is his wont, patted the 
government on the back for its generosity. 
Without the benefits of the tax, he 
said, it would have been impossible for the 
municipalities to have expanded their stand- 
ard of services except through the imposition 
of “completely untenable” property taxes 
That may hx but from the fact that 
the municipalities have benefited from the 
sales tax it does hot follow that this system 
of financing local government is good 

It is worth while to recall how the “social 
security and municipal aid tax" came to be 
imposed The municipalities, in difficulty 
over increasing costs and shrinking sources 
of revenue, went to the government with a 


revenue 
interim year ago. 


steadily incre returns from 


sales 


true; 


request that the province should take over 
the full cost of education, and a suggestion 
that this should he covered by a 2 per cent 
education tax on goods The government 
seized upon the idea of the new tax, with 
its ready-made excuse, but left the munici- 
palities with taeir share of responsibility for 
education. It i + per cent tax, of 
which one-third is handed“to the municipal 
the government retaining the lion's 


4 
wed a 


ities 
share 

Thus was brought about a further exten- 
sion of a bad principle which permeates the 
taxation structure of this country, that of 
paternalism by senior governments towards 
administrations at lower levels, manifested 
in cash disbursements, That isa negation 
of the sound principle that an elected body 
which spends tax money should be respon- 
the collection of it, and answerable 
only to its own electo Their shares of 
sales tax revenue undoubtedly are of major 
assistance to British Columbia municipal- 
but a which makes them be- 
holden to the provincial government for a 
large part of their ‘revenue weakens their 
autonomy; and they should not forget that. 


sible for 


ities system 


That Extra Second 


AUSE tn a walk up the garden path 

leads to hx and mark time for 
pace and there is the duration of one seco 
small enough in time to be relatively insig 
ficant by itself. Yet for 
second, one down 

an orchestra, one change of light in 
flashing neon sign, one step on. the path 
nearer home, men have failed to arrive there 


sake of one ext 


beat by a conductor 


AN OPPOSITION 

Sir,—Many people must have been deeply 
by the plea made by the finance minister of British 
Columbia to the effe that the press should do 
al) in its power t phold “good” government 
Good government r and the defi 
nition is arrived at bility from the 
varied opinion of t} 
fines he 


moved 


One wonders mean there should be no 
criticism of the ¢ 
86 much power is now 


able order in council? By 


oalition, or puzzlement as to why 


exercised by the fashion 


the latter system legis 
We are led to think 
vérn 


lation is so aptly by passer 
we are a democracy, bul s 
ment sineply 
of the word 


makes a mockery 


poli 


to dictate to any 


Things are bad enouch pr lly in ¢ 
it would be utterly beyond reason that ans 
tician should be given the power 
arm of thought, left, right or middie of the road 

Never was British Columbia in greater need of 
ELLEN HART 

B.C 


8 powerful opposition 
East Sooke, R.R. No, 1, Victoria 
“ANIMALS” 

Sir.—I do not accept from P. Kaiser what he 
¢alis misinterpretation of the word “animals 

That is just hypocrisy 
your scapegoats. I have never seen or heard about 
immigrants holding two jobs simultaneously and 
replacing local workers, but the Victoria and 
District Trades and Labor Council will easily find 
here many trade unionists working on two differ: 
ent jobs, as I have seen in Vancouver during the 
last war (16 hours a day, six days a week) 

Re John Martin's suggestion that if Canadians 
have to fight, Jet the immigtants stay for the 
battles and preserve Canadian manhood. Such an 
opinion, is very strange, as expressed hy a dele 
gate of workers; expecting people from other 


Immierants are not 


Readers’ Forum 


What, in today's scramble and rush 
is done with an extra second after it is 
saved’ Little enough in all conscience. Yet 
to save that fraction of time men have put 
their and those of others in 
jeopardy the rush season of the 
is the time to think of that. If the 
choice has to be made, spend a second and 
save a lifetime. 


at all 


own lives 


Now, at 


year 


countries to fight while he 
be well paid 
more boosts 
customers 


and his fellows will 
getting more and 
increases, etc at the poorest 
ab usual 
LEON 
Victoria, BA 


well 
and 
expenses 


sheltered 


ETIEN 


151 Oswego Street 


LIONS PRAISED 


Sir. atulations are in order to the Lions 
“lub of Vir fa for the bicycle safety plan of 
providing th s of Greater Victoria w 
Scotech-Lite for their hievcles 

The safety features 
that car 
e dark 


lex so equipped are 


auch approach from any directior 


‘ n F list from a much 


greater d tis are cautioned. 


however, t > regulations requiring F 
lights ang s are st 


necessary 


Parent id make {t 1} business to see 
s applied according to instructions 


naximum 


that the 
to obtain t protection 


HAROLD BR. WHI 


BUS FARES 
Sir,—Now there is another-talk abe 
rise in-b 
granting 


fares, brought about b 


their employees a further increase in 


ise perhaps 


eir already high wages. as an ex 
for raising their-own bus fares 

I blame the men in a for a very selfish 
act In demanding higher wages, although they 
were in receipt of high wages, and making the 
public suffer by higher fares. The only thing 
they seem to think about is their own pockets 

Years ago in Winnipeg, those who had 
not got cars, beat the tram pany by walking, 
and they soon came back to their old fares 

E. A. S| DANIELL. 

1539 Monterey Avenue, Victoria, B.C. 


way 


Thinking Aloud 


'.. Of shoes—and ships—and sealing 
wax—of cabbages and kings.* 
By TOM TAYLOR 
| Elbatadldt g remark 
that set me to’ drean 


adventure 


fa triend 


with hoe spade 
nostalgia 

{ one who 

ry 

I 

among the 
aspberry canes-l 


led 


mieca 
My friend 


spent the 

oon dissem 
bling his compost 
and succouring 
therewl the 


that Pearl 


lated the maginat 
I express it th ise the 
ceitful helpers of 
gremiins who paint 
rosy colors that when « 


something it 


ought are the 

past in such 
ne ceases to do 
mmediately becomes in 
anized 
loubtedly this 


vested with a glamor never rece 
at the time of toll, t 
is the reason for all ose fairy tales 
the r old day 


mediocre in transit but 


that 


y out of joint 


of current 


oe 
Perliaps 1 should explain that 


Iam so d sed 


at the 
moment 


I can Ww 


su questionable creations as gardens 


deserve, not 
In . b Winter hag er 


ide 1 was wont tr ra 


‘osed them 
in the solit t with 
no little glee, but because I longer 
have a garden to fret, fume or flaunt 
about. I say flaunt in 


temerity in writing on a subject 


view past 
about 


whieh, as must ave been all too 


obvious to my patient but gallant 
readers, I know next to nothing Not 
that in itself ignorance is a hindrance 
to peripatetic pens 

be told it is quite 
advantage or at 

foundly 


thereby 


indeed if the truth 


often a distinct 
least I most 
ince for 
enabled to proceed 

denied the 


hope #0 
sanglfroid more 
ange 

But as I was beginr y to sugyest 
be! lerr 


ipted myself, the mental 
hat entraps us all is soften- 
tyranny which I formerly ass 

with morbid 


lawn-mowers et al 


a 
ing the 
ciated 


auch instruments 


as es, clippers 
Regt for their kk as not 


passed me, oh .no 


encom 
despite myself 
1 the pale cast of 
if by chance T 
might have been unjust ¢o the garden 
patch I tended such rebellious 
hands 


Tam sickled o'er w 


reme wondering 


with 


7 * * 

It is the delightful leisure L presently 

enjoy, without a doubt, that permits 
me to this gentler feeling 
here were days when I swung my 
hoe with an abandon that 


develop 


threatened, 
not the head of some Ill natured .weed 
but my neighbour's fence. There were 
I reckoned that purge 
with demons who 
sold seed in smal! packets branded with 


moments wher 
tory Was peopled 
malic in ictions, There 
hours when I could have 
pounds literally fell off my 
I slaved like a peon 
servitude 

And now? 
mind 


1 


were 
sworn the 
frame as 
doing penal 
And now, weirdly, my 
slips into kindly od, so 
1 see falling leaves a 
heaven and dandelions as 
sprites comirig up for more 
sinister than a glimpse of the sun "A 
glow of affection tilts me towards the 
soll I was wont to despise, a sense of 
the passing of a great adventure. And 
all the while my other self looks on, 
cynically, knowing full well that this 
touch of sorrow is but basely founded 
and that I shall feel much greater 
sorrow when the day comes, as come 
inevitably I am constrained to fear it 
will, that I am onG® more condemned 
te pick up hoe and spade and bow 
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